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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 December 2008 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 14-26 is/are pending in the application. 
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6) |EI Claim(s) 14-17,22,25 and 26 is/are rejected. 
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1 . Regarding claims 14, 18, 19, and 23, the phrase "inter alia" renders the claim 
indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of 
the claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 14-17, 22, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,644,055 to Ohta et al. Ohta et al discloses the claimed 
method of automatically switching off the engine 4 upon a release of a stop mode of an 
air conditioner which depends on the sensed interior temperature of the passenger 
compartment at 20. See especially column 5, lines 455-64. Ohta et al is further 
considered to inherently operate the automatic switch off of the engine in response to a 
defined variable time period between the sensed temperature and the desired set point 
temperature 21 . The variable time period would inherently occur as a result of the time 
required for the A/C system to reach the desired set point from the sensed temperature. 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohta et 
al in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,978,634 to Aoki. Ohta et al discloses the claimed 
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invention except for the multiple zones. Aoki teaches a vehicle A/C system which takes 
into account multiple interior zones. Thus, it would be obvious to modify Ohta et al so 
that multiple zones are conditioned, in view of Aoki, to yield the predictable result that 
different passengers can receive conditioned air at different temperatures. 

6. Claims 18-21, 23, and 24 are allowed. 

7. Applicant's arguments filed December 19, 2008 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Applicant's remarks regarding Ohta et al have been carefully 
reviewed. It is believed that Applicant is interpreting Ohta et al too narrowly. The time 
period referred to in step S1000 of Fig. 3 of Ohta et al is not the same variable time 
period recited in the claims. According to column 8, lines 1 1 -22 of Ohta et al, the time 
period in step S1000 refers to an elapsed time since the signal for an engine stop 
request is issued from the control unit. This is not the same as the claimed time period 
which depends on the temperature difference between the actual temperature in the 
passenger compartment and the set point temperature desired by the driver. 

8. Furthermore, Applicant has not explained why Ohta et al cannot inherently 
provide a variable time period in his A/C system in the manner described above. 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William E. Tapolcai whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4814. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs., 6:30 to 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cheryl J. Tyler can be reached on (571) 272-4834. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/William E. Tapolcai/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3744 

wet 

January 2, 2009 



